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Sandwich, Illinois
City Hall Annex •128 East Railroad Street
                                                               Regular Council Meeting

                                                             February19, 2024 @ 7:00 PM               
Regular Council                                                                                                                              February 19, 2024

MINUTES
Mayor Latham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Alderman Rick Whitecotton
Roll call was taken:

Present:  
Mayor Latham, City Clerk Ii, Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, 
Littlebrant & Whitecotton
Absent:  Aldermen Kreinbrink & Robinson

Quorum established


Also present:   City Attorney Gottschalk, City Administrator Penman, Police Chief Senne &

EMA Director Eberle
Audience Comments: 

County Board Member, Jerry Osland, suggested that a marker of some sort be created recognizing the retirement of resident, Denny Miller, who served as DeKalb County Coroner for 40 years.  Mr. Osland added that the DeKalb County Board is considering a resolution declaring the county as non-sanctuary to be addressed at their meeting next month.

Sandy Koehler, a 27-year resident and former business owner, spoke on her concerns of the illegal migration and the impact on the City should  they arrive in town.  She is requesting that Sandwich become a non-sanctuary City.

Brenda Pearson, a 24-year resident, also spoke of the migration crisis facing the Chicagoland area encouraging the Council do what is right by passing a resolution stating that Sandwich is a non-sanctuary community.

Elsie Morrissey, a 50-year resident, also spoke on the illegal migration making the same request that the City become a non-sanctuary community.  She added that both Grundy and LaSalle Counties recently adopted resolutions declaring the counties as non-sanctuary.

Resident Becky Nelson, spoke on the State’s Resurrection Project and the Gubernatorial Disaster Program from 2023, all affecting asylum seekers from Texas.  She presented a draft resolution to be considered by the Council that would declare Sandwich a non-sanctuary city.
Consent Agenda:   
a. Approval of Regular & COW Meeting minutes of February 5th, 2024
Alderwoman Erickson moved to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  Alderman Littlebrant seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on voice vote

Mayor:  No report
Foster, Buick, Conklin, Lundgren & Gottschalk Law Group:   Attorney Gottschalk has reviewed the City’s procurement policy that was approved in December, and determined that the Council can award the sidewalk bid to the second lowest bidder.  The matter had been tabled from the February 5th meeting.
City Clerk II reported there has been a community interest for a Shred Day.   Coincidentally, the Moose Lodge is also considering hosting a Shred Day.  City Clerk has been in contact with the Moose Lodge regarding a cost share.
City Treasurer:  Vacancy
City Administrator Penman reported that will be a public meeting on Thursday, February 22nd, at 6 PM to provide an update on the Latham Street project.  Public is invited.    He also reported that a draft budget will be available for the March 4th meeting, and last year’s audit is moving along slowly with a new auditing firm.
City Department Reports:
EMA Director Eberle’s report consisted of the continuance to update the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) to be reviewed and adopted by the Council at a later date; continuing efforts for moving to the Public Safety Building, and a reminder that March 1st is the start of “Severe Weather Preparedness” month in Illinois.  Director Eberle also shared that on February 16th, SEMA (Sandwich Emergency Management Agency) attended the quarterly meeting for IEMA Region 3 (Illinois Emergency Management Agency) that included preparation and planning for the Democratic National Convention at the United Center, August 19-22, 2024.
Police Chief Senne:  No report
Engineering:  EEI, Curt Dettmann’s report consisted of acknowledging it is National Engineers Week and sought clarification from the City Attorney regarding the  2023 sidewalk bid opening on January 30th versus the recently passed procure policy.  Costs for the Johnson’s Floral sidewalk was significantly less than originally anticipated and will not require to be let out for bid.
Council Reports:  None
Old Business:  
a. Bid Approval for 2023 Sidewalk Program:  Discussion was possible approval to award the 2023 Sidewalk Program to Advantage Paving Solutions of Frankfort for $114,800.  Questioned from the February 5th meeting was the purchasing policy passed by Council on December 18th, 2023 whereby a contract can be awarded to a local bidder who is within the 10% threshold. The matter had been tabled for further review.     The City Attorney has determined the bid can be awarded locally.

Motion made by Alderman Fritsch to remove this topic from the table.  Motion seconded by Alderman Whitecotton.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton    Nay:0    Motion carried to remove said topic from the table

Alderman Fritsch moved to award the 2023 Sidewalk Program to the lowest bidder, Advantage Paving Solutions, for $114,800. Alderman Littlebrant seconded. Aye: 0   Nay: Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant, & Whitecotton    Motion failed 0:6

b. EEI Professional Services Agreement – Downtown Lighting Project:  This topic was tabled at the February 5th meeting pending further review that the City was not under contract with HLR (Hampton, Lenzini & Hampton) for the street lighting project.  Upon investigation, there has been no activity since 2017 regarding the downtown lighting.  Discussion continued to approve entering into a Professional Services Agreement with EEI for engineering for the Downtown Street Lighting project in an amount not to exceed $30,000.
Alderman Littlebrant moved to remove this topic from the table.  Alderwoman Erickson seconded.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton  Nay:0   Motion carried to remove said topic from the table

Motion made by Alderman Fritsch, and seconded by Alderwoman Erickson, to approve entering into an agreement with EEI for downtown street lighting, not to exceed $30,000.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried unanimously

New Business: 
a. Era Valdiva Contractors Final Payment:  Although the invoice was included in the approval of February bills, Council must approve separately the final payment to Era Valdiva Contractors for rehabilitation and repainting work completed on the Green Street water tower in the amount of $113,053.86.
Alderwoman Johnson moved approving the final payment to Era Valdiva Contractors in the amount of $113,053.86.  Motion was seconded by Alderwoman Erickson.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 6:0

b. Motion to approve February bills totaling $245,495.67.  
Alderwoman Johnson made a motion approving February bill totaling $245,495.67.  Alderman Littlebrant seconded.  Aye:  Alderman Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 6:0
c.   Resolution 24-03 entitled “A Resolution to Repeal Resolution 23-12 of the City of Sandwich, DeKalb and Kendall Counties, Illinois”.  Resolution 23-12 is being repealed due to a scrivener’s error.
Motion made by Alderman Fritsch to repeal Resolution 223-12.  Seconded by Alderwoman Johnson.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton  Nay:0   Motion carried 6:0

d. Resolution 24-04 entitled “A Resolution Providing for the Submission to the Electors of the City of Sandwich, DeKalb and Kendall Counties, Illinois, a Referendum of Whether the City Should Abolish the Elected Office of City Treasurer and the Duties of the City Treasurer be Assigned to Another City Position”.  The referendum question will be placed on the November, 2024 election ballot.
Alderwoman Erickson moved to approve Resolution 24-04 as presented.  Alderman Arnett seconded.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton  Nay:0   Motion carried unanimously
e. Ordinance 2024-01 entitled “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 82, “Traffic, and Vehicles”, Article V, “Vehicle Equipment and Condition”, to Add a New Division 3, “Overweight and Over-Dimension Permits” to the City of Sandwich Municipal Code”.  Said Ordinance clarifies and redefines overweight vehicles under this section of the Municipal Code.
Alderwoman Johnson made a motion approving Ordinance 2024-01 as presented, and Alderman Fritsch seconded.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried 6:0

f. Ordinance 2024-02 entitled “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 82, “Traffic Vehicles”, Article II, “Operating of Vehicles”, Division 1, “Generally” of the City of Sandwich Municipal Code”.  Ordinance creates and defines existing local delivery truck routes within the City,
Alderwoman Erickson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-02 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Arnett.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson & Littlebrant   Nay:  Alderman Whitecotton   Motion carried 5:1

g. DeKalb County Community Foundation:  Discussion on approval of proposed economic development initiatives in the amount of $31,660.00.  The grant would assist in economic development and beautification efforts to include, but not limited to, murals for business district, website development, historical marker for Marcy Block, seasonal banners for central business district, development of historical walking tour maps, and downtown business kiosk.
So moved by Alderwoman Johnson.  Alderwoman Erickson seconded.  Aye: Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton 
 Nay:0 
 Motion carried unanimously

h. 2023 Sidewalk Program Award:  Under the City’s procurement policy, Council approved the 2023 sidewalk program be awarded to Crack Attack Concrete of Sandwich, at a price of $119,800.00.

Motion made by Alderman Arnett, and seconded by Alderwoman Erickson.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson, Littlebrant & Whitecotton   Nay:0    Motion carried 6:0

i. Resolution 24-02 entitled “A Resolution Designating W. Center Street with the Honorary Name of “Augustus Adams Place – Sandwich Manufacturing Company”

So moved by Alderwoman Erickson, and seconded by Alderman Fritsch.  Aye:  Aldermen Arnett, Erickson, Fritsch, Johnson. Littlebrant & Whitecotton   Nay:0   Motion carried unanimously

Announcements:  
a. Open House to be held on Thursday, February 22nd, 2024 at 6:00 PM for an update on the Latham Street project
b. The next Finance Committee Meeting is Monday, March 4th, 2024 at 6:30 PM.  
c. The next Regular Council Meeting is March 4th, 2024 at 7:00 PM immediately followed by the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting.
d. Budget meetings are Saturday, March 9th at 9 AM and Wednesday, March 13th at 6:30 PM
e. Council Retreat on Saturday, March 16th at 8:00 AM

Adjournment:  There being no further business to come before the Council, motion made by Alderwoman Erickson and seconded by Alderwoman Johnson to adjourn the Regular Council meeting at 7:52 PM.   Motion carried unanimously via viva voce vote.









    /s/  Denise Ii, City Clerk
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